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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"Congress was full of activity this week as it adjourned on Thursday for two weeks.  I will be in Orange County during this time and I look forward to seeing many of you.

"This week was also a busy week of nominations for President Bush.  He made several noteworthy nominations, including Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz as the next president of the World Bank.  He nominated the remaining eight individuals to serve on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission.  Karen Hughes, who has served as Counselor to the President, was nominated to be Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy.  Congressman Rob Portman, of Ohio, was nominated to be United States Trade Representative. Kevin Martin was nominated to be the Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission.  Also, last week Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International Security Affairs John Bolton was nominated to be the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations."
THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H.R. 186
Llagas Reclamation Groundwater Remediation Initiative

This bill authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the funding and implementation of a balanced, long-term groundwater remediation program in California.  

H.R. 584
Department of the Interior Volunteer Recruitment Act of 2005
This bill authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to recruit volunteers to assist with, or facilitate, the activities of various agencies and offices of the Department of the Interior.

H.R. 1160
Welfare Reform Extension Act of 2005

This bill extends the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families block grant program through June 30, 2005.

H. Res. 135
House Democracy Assistance Commission Resolution

This resolution provides for the establishment of a commission in the House of Representatives to assist parliaments in emerging democracies.  

H. Res. 101
Urging the EU to Add Hezbollah to List of Terrorist Organizations 

This resolution urges the European Union to classify Hezbollah as a terrorist organization.  It also condemns Hezbollah's continuous terrorist attacks, and its support of Palestinian terrorist organizations on the EU terrorist list.

S. 384

Extending the Nazi War Crime Working Group

This bill extends the existence of the Nazi War Crimes and Japanese Imperial Government Records Interagency Working Group for an additional two years. 

H.R. 1268
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2005

This bill makes emergency supplemental appropriations for the Department of Defense, the global War on Terror, and the tsunami relief for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005.

H.Con.Res. 98
China Anti-Secession Resolution

This resolution expresses the grave concern of Congress regarding the recent passage of the anti-secession law by the National People's Congress of the People's Republic of China.

H.Con.Res. 18
Syria Human Rights Resolution

This resolution expresses the grave concern of Congress regarding the continuing gross violations of human rights and civil liberties of the Syrian and Lebanese people by the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic. 

H.Con.Res. 32
Syrian Occupation Resolution

This resolution expresses the grave concern of Congress regarding the occupation of the Republic of Lebanon by the Syrian Arab Republic.

H.Con.Res. 95
FY 2006 Budget Resolution

This bill establishes the congressional budget for the United States Government for fiscal year 2006. 

H.R. 1332
Terri Schiavo Legislation
This bill provides for the removal to federal court of certain state court cases involving the rights of incapacitated persons.

IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

Next week Congress will not be in session.  Congress is expected to return the week of April 4th.

NEWS:

· FEMA Declares Major Disaster Areas for Recent Storms

Orange County residents and businesses can apply for assistance...Based on the after-effects of the recent series of severe storms, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) declared parts of California major disasters areas this week.  This declaration opens the way for the use of federal funds to cover damage to the private and public property from the storms, flooding, debris flows and mudslides that occurred over the period of December 27, 2004 through January 11, 2005.  In Orange County, federal funds will be provided to pay for 75 percent of eligible costs for repairing or replacing damaged facilities.  Additionally, further funds will be available in Orange County for approved hazard mitigation projects.  Residents and business owners who were affected by the storms should begin the disaster claim application process as soon as possible by registering online at FEMA's website or by calling 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) or 1-800-462-7585 (TTY).  Please note that if you have already have filed a claim with FEMA, refilling is not necessary, however you may call 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) for a status update.  If you or someone you know needs help with the application process or has any questions, please call Congressman Royce's Fullerton office at (714) 992-8081.  For more information and a full list of counties and areas that are eligible for assistance, please visit FEMA's website or California's Office of Emergency Services.

· The U.N.'s Role in Fighting Terrorism

One of the priorities of the House International Relations Committee is to offer suggestions for reforming the United Nations.  This week Congressman Royce's International Terrorism and Nonproliferation Subcommittee held a hearing to examine the U.N.'s effort and role in fighting terrorism.  Just last week U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan gave a major speech in which he laid out a counter-terrorism strategy and called for a comprehensive convention to outlaw international terrorism.  The hearing explored the prospects and benefits of such a convention.  It also discussed the reality of the U.N.'s helpfulness in combating terrorism when its member states - some of which are designated by the U.S. as state sponsors of terrorism - cannot agree on what the definition of terrorism is.  Congressman Royce also called for the U.N. to revive the abandoned "naming and shaming" of states that are not cooperative in counter-terrorism efforts...Read Congressman Royce's opening statement at the hearing.

· Lawmakers Warn Baseball to Get Serious About Drugs

This week current and former Major League Baseball players and officials appeared before the House Government Reform Committee.  The hearing examined steroid abuse in Major League Baseball and highlighted the dangerous example that steroid use by players sets for young athletes.  Anabolic steroids are linked with physical and mental ailments, as well as with extraordinary muscle growth.  At the hearing two parents told their stories of how steroids use led to the suicide death of their children.  The purpose of the hearing was to inform the public about the dangers of drugs, and to press Major League Baseball to impose stricter testing requirements and tougher penalties for players caught using steroids.  Unless Major League Baseball cracks down on steroid use, Committee members warned that Congress might impose tougher testing standards and drug use penalties for athletes through legislation.  An advisory committee of legislators and players will be formed to find way to discourage the use of illegal steroids, particularly among teenage athletes trying to build muscle.

· House Passes War on Terror Funding Bill

Bill includes national security and border protection provisions...This week the House passed legislation that would provide $81.4 billion in urgent fiscal 2005 supplemental appropriations.  It will fund needs relating to prosecuting the global war on terrorism and furthering specific U.S. security interests abroad.  The vote was 388-43.  Most of the money in the bill, $76.8 billion, would go to the Defense Department, though the measure also includes tsunami relief funds.  This supplemental provides the necessary funds to protect our troops in the field, ready our troops in training, and honor those who have given their life fighting the war on terror.  Also included in the bill are national security and border enhancement provisions to make it harder for terrorists to enter and move around the country.  The measures would require states to verify that they are not giving drivers licenses to illegal immigrants, or the federal government will not recognize that state's licenses as valid identification; give judges broader power to deport political asylum seekers who abuse the system and are suspected of terrorism; and allow the construction of roads and barriers for border security without delay because of environmental concerns.  These provisions originally passed the House in February (H.R. 418, the Real ID Act), but by attaching them to the war on terror supplemental bill, the House is ensured that the Senate will address these provisions when House and Senate negotiators meet to work out compromises and write the final version of the legislation.  In the past, the Senate has been unwilling to consider these provisions to secure our borders and prevent terrorist travel.  Congressman Royce is a strong supporter of these national security and border protections measures.  He is a member of the Drivers License Taskforce, which is dedicated to ensuring that the Real ID Act is signed into law.

· Now Playing on the Royce Report: Services for You

This month on the "Royce Report," Congressman Royce hosts two members of his Fullerton office staff: Patty Shay and Monica Rea.  The show discusses the many constituent services provided by Royce's Congressional District office.  Helping constituents cut through the red tape of a federal agency or office is one of the most important ways their Congressional District office can help them.  If constituents are having a problem with a department of the federal government, sometimes just knowing where to start can be frustrating or confusing.  Problems can arise with Social Security, getting passports, obtaining veteran benefits, or not receiving mail on time from the Post Office.  Royce's Fullerton office is staffed by constituent services representatives, including Patty and Monica, who are trained and specialize in dealing with specific federal agencies...Learn more and tune into the Royce Report.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· White House to Hold Annual Easter Egg Roll

The White House Easter Egg Roll is one of the oldest and most unique traditions in Presidential history. It is the largest public celebration at the White House.  Each year, it is customary for Presidents, First Ladies, their children, grandchildren and pets to attend the festivities - although the most eagerly anticipated guest is always the Easter Bunny.  This year's Roll will be held Monday, March 28 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the South Lawn of the White House.  Click here to find out how to get tickets.
· Work for Congress, Become A Congressional Page
Application deadline is March 29th...Each year, a select group of young men and women are appointed by their Member of Congress to work as Pages in the U.S. House of Representatives. Congressman Royce is currently collecting applications for the Summer 2005 Page session from all interested students. The deadline for submission of completed applications is Tuesday, March 29th at 5:00 p.m. to Royce's Fullerton office.  Pages are hired by the U.S. House of Representatives to live, work and study in Washington, D.C. They serve as support staff for the House...Read more and earn how to apply.

· D.C. Office Summer Internship Deadline is April 15th

If you or someone you know is interested in applying to become an intern in Congressman Royce's Washington, D.C. office the deadline for applications is Friday, April 15th at 5:00 p.m. Eastern.  Internships are a great learning experience for students who are interested in public service and want to see our government in action.  For more information about internships and to learn how to apply, please visit Royce's internship webpage.

· Annual High School Congressional Art Contest

May 6th deadline...Congressman Royce is holding his second annual "Congressional High School Art Competition." All interested high school artists in the 40th Congressional District may participate by submitting their entries by 5:00 p.m. May 6th to Royce's office in Fullerton.  The winning piece of art will be displayed in the Cannon House Office Building Tunnel, a high-traffic, pedestrian walkway leading to the United States Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.  It will be a part of a national exhibition of winners from other Congressional Districts around the country...Read more about the contest rules and obtain the necessary forms for submission.
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