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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"I would like to thank all of you that made it out to my annual open house on Thursday, November 30th.  We had a great turnout and it was a pleasure meeting all of you that attended.  Congress will be out of session until the New Year.  I wish you all safe and happy holidays!"

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H.Res. 1088
Lebanon Resolution

Expresses support for Lebanon's democratic institutions and condemns the recent terrorist assassination of Lebanese parliamentarian and Industry Minister Pierre Amine Gemayel.

H.R. 6111
Tax Relief and Health Care Act



Contains provisions designed to improve Health Savings Accounts.

H.Res. 1091
Iran's Holocaust Denial Conference Resolution

Condemns Iran's commitment to hold an international Holocaust denial conference.
H.R. 5948
Belarus Democracy Act 


Establishes economic sanctions against Belarus until its government makes progress in areas of political freedoms.

H.R. 5682
Henry J. Hyde United States-India Peaceful Atomic Energy Cooperation Promotion Act


Creates an agreement regarding nuclear energy between the U.S. and India.

S. 3546
Dietary Supplement and Nonprescription Drug Consumer Protection Act


Amends the requirements for the labeling of non-prescription drugs and dietary supplements.

H.J.Res. 102
Continuing Resolution

This resolution allows for the continuation of appropriations for the fiscal year 2007.
IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

Next week the House will not be in session. 

NEWS:

· Gates Confirmed
President Bush's nominee for Defense Secretary, Robert M. Gates was confirmed before the Senate on Wednesday, December 6.  The day after the November 7 elections Bush announced the resignation of Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld.  Gates was nominated to replace the outgoing Defense Secretary on December 4.  Gates testified before the Senate Armed Services Committee on Tuesday.  Following the testimony they recommended his nomination with a 24-0 vote.  Comments from Senators attributed Gates' confirmation to his candor and willingness to answer committee member's questions honestly.  The following day the Senate confirmed Gates.  Currently spokesman from the White House have not set a date for Gates' swearing in but it is expected to take place some time before the end of the year.   

· Health Savings Accounts

H. R. 6111, Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 passed in the House on Friday.  The bill contains a package of provisions designed to improve Health Savings Accounts (HSAs).  HSAs were enacted by the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003.  An HSA is a tax-exempt account to which tax-deductible contributions may be made by individuals with a high deductible health plan.  "Health Savings Accounts help families more easily access quality health care and save for medical costs," said Royce.  "This bill will expand HSAs to help provide more Americans with health care coverage."  HSAs allow individuals to take an active role in the choosing how to spend their money.

· Royce's Legislation Passes in the House

Rep. Royce drafted legislation to secure, remove and eliminate stockpiles of MANPADS and other conventional weapons.  H.R. 6060, the Department of State Authorities Act of 2006 passed in the House on Friday; has a component to address the MANPADS issue.  MANPADS or shoulder-fired anti-aircraft missiles have become a growing concern for the U.S.  These weapons have proliferated throughout the world because they can be purchased at a very low cost on the black market.  Al-Qaeda and several other terrorist organizations are believed to posses these weapons.  

· Nuclear Agreement Creates Landmark Legislation

Friday the House passed a conference report for H.R. 5682, the U.S. and India Nuclear Cooperation Promotion Act of 2006.  The agreement forces a separation between India's civilian and military nuclear programs.  The agreement is likely to increase India's cooperation with us in confronting countries seeking to break their Nuclear Proliferation Treaty commitment by developing nuclear weapons.  As Chairman of the International Terrorism and Non-proliferation subcommittee Royce held five hearings regarding this treaty, giving this agreement close and extensive review.  It's a deal that works through a tough nonproliferation situation to strengthen an important relationship for us at a time when we need more strong relationships, especially with regional powers such as India.

· CSUF Launches New Language Programs
In September President Bush signed into law H.R. 5631, the 2007 Department of Defense Spending Bill.  Rep. Royce sponsored this initiative in the House.  The increase in global crises exposed the lack of linguistically qualified personnel to communicate with populations in global "hot spots."  To respond to this communication gap both the State and Defense Departments have called for a Federal/academic effort.  Southern CSU schools are situated in linguistically diverse populations making them ideal models to be utilized by the DOD.  CSUF, in particular, is situated in Royce's 40th district and it will begin a language program this summer.  Rep. Royce is happy to be apart of this legislation, which will provide funding for this very unique program, and he looks forward to its potential.  For more information regarding this program click here.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· White House Holiday Schedule
The White House Visitors Office has announced the 2006 Holiday Tour Schedule.  The White House will be closed to tours on the following dates:

November 10, 2006


(Veterans Day)

November 23, 2006


(Thanksgiving Day)

November 24 - December 1, 2006
(Holiday Decorating)

December 29 - December 30, 2006
(Removal of Holiday Decorations)

For more information regarding tours in Washington, D.C. please contact Cynthia Barile in the District Office at 714-992-8081 or Audra McGeorge in the Washington, D.C. office at 202-225-4111...For more information on touring in Washington, D.C.
· Congressional Internships

Representative Royce's District Office, located in Fullerton, is currently accepting internship applications for the winter term.  Internships are a great learning experience for students who are interested in public service and want to see our government in action.  For more information about internships and to learn how to apply, please visit Royce's internship web page at www.royce.house.gov/ConstituentServices/internships.htm.

ABOUT THIS E-UPDATE:


This is a weekly e-mail update published when Congress is in session.  It is intended to keep those who sign up informed of the issues going on in Congress and of impact to the 40th Congressional district.

· Helpful Links: 

· Click here to SUBSCRIBE 

· Click here to UNSUBSCRIBE
· To change your e-mail address use the links above to unsubscribe your old e-mail address and then subscribe with your new e-mail address.

· Contact Royce:

· Call: (714) 992-8081, (562) 220-2411, (202) 225-4111

· Online: www.royce.house.gov
· Frequently Asked Questions
