[image: image1.png]U.S. REPRESENTATIVE

dRoyce





Rep. Ed Royce's Email Update
www.royce.house.gov
January 7, 2005

MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"This week we began the 109th session of Congress.  On Tuesday, I was sworn in as the Congressional Representative for the 40th district of California.  It was an honor to have been sworn in again by the Speaker, and I look forward to a productive next two years in Congress.  This is shaping up to be a busy session with improvements to Social Security and reforms to our tax code looking to be on the agenda.  As many of you know, at the end of our last session we debated legislation that would have improved our border controls and national security.  I look forward to revisiting that issue again this year and will hopefully pass meaningful legislation to protect our home front."

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H. Res. 11
Expressing Sorrow on the Occasion of the Death of Rep. Matsui

This resolution expresses Congress' profound sorrow on the occasion of the death of the Honorable Robert T. Matsui, a Representative from the State of California.

H. Res. 12
Expressing Condolences to December's Earthquake and Tsunamis Victims

This resolution expresses condolences and support for assistance to the victims of the earthquake and tsunamis that occurred on December 26, 2004, in South and Southeast Asia.

H.R. 241
Accelerate Tax Benefits for Charitable Cash Contributions for the Tsunamis Relief

The legislation allows Americans who donate cash to the tsunamis relief efforts through January 2005 to deduct those contributions from their 2004 tax returns.

S. Con. Res. 1
Counting of the Electoral Votes for President and Vice President of the United States
This resolution provided for the counting on January 6, 2005, of the electoral votes for President and Vice President of the United States.

IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

Congress will not be in session next week. They are scheduled to return the week of January 24th.  

NEWS:

· Congress Starts 109th Session

This week both House and Senate gathered to start the 109th Session of the U.S. Congress.  The majority of activity this week centered on the standard procedural issues that occur at the beginning of each session, like adopting a formal set of rules for the House to follow throughout the next two years.  The House met to certify the results of the November 2004 elections and formally swear in each Member of Congress.  Rep. Denis Hastert (R-IL) was again elected as Speaker of the House, the highest-ranking position in the House, making him fourth in line for the Presidency.  Members were also assigned to the different Committees this week.  Congressman Royce will remain on the International Relations and Financial Services Committees.  

· Lawmakers Challenge Electoral Vote Certification

This week the Congress met in a joint session to count the Electoral College ballots and affirm the result of the November election for the President and Vice President.  During this process both chambers took time out to debate the conduct of the 2004 presidential elections after Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA), and Rep. Stephanie Tubbs Jones (D-OH) objected to certification of Ohio's 20 electoral votes.  Their challenge was the first such challenge in more than a century.  After debate, both the House and Senate officially certified President Bush's re-election.

· California Congressman Matsui Passes Away
Veteran California Congressman Robert Matsui (D) died Saturday, January 1, 2005 of a rare blood disease.  He was 63.  Matsui was the head of the Democratic fundraising committee and one of the House Democrats’ most senior Members on tax policy.   The Sacramento lawmaker had been suffering from Myelodysplastic Syndrome, a stem-cell ailment that prevents bone marrow from producing blood products such as red blood cells, white blood cells and platelets.  MDS can also lower immune systems and lead to a heightened susceptibility to other illnesses.  Matsui was admitted to the hospital on December 24th with pneumonia.

· House Expresses Support for Tsunami Victims

This week the House considered two pieces of legislation dealing with the shocking earthquake and tsunamis that hit South and Southeast Asia in December.   On Tuesday the House passed a resolution to expresses its condolences and support for assistance to the victims.  Congressman Royce was a co-sponsor of this resolution and spoke on the House floor in support of its passage.  Click here to read Royce's statement.  On Thursday both the House and Senate passed legislation to accelerate tax benefits for Americans who donate cash to the relief efforts.  If signed into law, contributions made through January 2005 would be able to be deducted from their 2004 tax returns.

· Jobs Gains Continued in December
The Bureau of Labor Statistics reported on Friday that payroll employment increased by 157,000 jobs last month and the unemployment rate remained at 5.4 percent.  In addition, reported jobs gains for October and November were revised up.  Including the effects of upcoming revisions, payroll employment has now increased by over 2.6 million jobs since August 2003.  Jobs gains averaged about 190,000 jobs per month during 2004 – a solid pace of job creation.  In addition, at 5.4 percent, the unemployment rate has declined significantly from 6.3 percent in June 2003.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· Inauguration: January 20, 2005

On January 20, 2005 President George W. Bush will officially be sworn in as President.  The Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies has set up a website that provides important information about the 2005 Presidential Inaugural Ceremony, including ticketing information, security procedures, weather, and links to other helpful sites about Inaugural festivities.  The official website is: http://inaugural.senate.gov/
ABOUT THIS E-UPDATE:
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