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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"This week the House spent the majority of its time crafting legislation to reform our intelligence community and to implement the recommendations made by the 9/11 Commission.  All of the different Committees with jurisdiction came together to submit their suggested reforms.  The House is expected to pass this comprehensive legislation next week.  We need to get these reforms to the President so they can become law.  It is clear that after 9/11 our intelligence community needs to make some changes in order to help keep America safe."

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below. 

S. 2363
Revising and Extending the Boys and Girls Clubs of America
This bill funds the Boys and Girls Clubs of America through fiscal year 2010.

H.R. 4077
Piracy Deterrence and Education Act of 2004
This bill will help to educate the public about intellectual property law, and assist the Department of Justice in its efforts to prosecute intellectual property theft.
H.R. 4606
Southern California Groundwater Remediation Act

This bill establishes the Southern California Basins Groundwater Remediation Fund within the U.S. Treasury, to provide such sums as may be necessary to remediate groundwater supplies in the Santa Ana watershed.

H.C.Res. 461
Supporting National Life Insurance Awareness Month
This bill recognizes and supports the goals and ideals of "Life Insurance Awareness Month."

H.Res. 784
Commending the People of Florida After the Devastation Caused by Hurricanes
This bill commends the resiliency of the people of the state of Florida and the work of those individuals who have assisted with the recovery efforts after the devastation caused by Hurricanes Charley, Frances, and Ivan.
H.J.Res. 106
Marriage Protection Amendment

This bill would amend the Constitution to establish a rule against same-sex marriage while leaving the matter of the creation of civil unions, domestic partnerships and other non-marital arrangements to the state legislatures, and the public.

H.R. 5149
Reauthorizing the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant
This bill extends through March 31, 2005 the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program.
H.R. 4231
Department of Veterans Affairs Nurse Recruitment and Retention Act of 2004

This bill directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to designate a health care service region in which health care facilities of the Department of Veterans Affairs are adversely affected by a shortage of qualified nurses, and to conduct a pilot program in such region on the use of innovative human-capital tools and techniques in the recruitment of qualified nurses for such positions.

H.Res. 792
Honoring the United Negro College Fund
This bill recognizes the United Negro College Fund on the occasion of its 60th anniversary, for the Fund's outstanding commitment towards providing a quality education for minority and low-income students and towards strengthening our communities.

H.R. 5183
Surface Transportation Extension Act, Part V
This bill extends the Highway, Transit, and Highway Safety programs for eight months through May 31, 2005.
IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

Next week the House will consider the 9/11 Recommendations Implementation Act [H.R. 10.]
CURRENT NEWS:

· Royce Statement on Amendment to Strengthen Patriot Act
This week the House Financial Services Committee held a hearing on legislation to implement the recommendations of the 9/11 Commission.  During debate of the legislation, Congressman Royce offered an amendment to strengthen section 326 of the USA Patriot Act.  Royce's amendment would have banned banks from accepting unsecured forms of identification when using our banking systems.  This amendment did not pass. "This Committee created Section 326 to make it harder for terrorists to access the financial system in the United States.  Unfortunately, when the Treasury Department issued the regulations last year they made our financial system more susceptible to fraud by terrorists and others wanting to do us harm.  Under the Treasury's rule, any country can issue consular cards to its citizens, which would then be acceptable forms of identification to open bank accounts in the U.S..." Read more
· House Takes Another Step Forward on 9/11 Recommendations

After two months of bipartisan hearings and deliberation, the House has crafted the 9/11 Commission Implementation Act [H.R. 10.]  This comprehensive package carefully reflects the recommendations of the 9/11 Commission, which was created to find out what happened leading up to the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the U.S.  The goal throughout the process has been to make the necessary reforms in our intelligence community to ensure that America is less vulnerable to terrorist threats.  The House plan will improve the intelligence community and broaden homeland security capabilities so that a more effective system is in place to protect America.  The House is expected to finalize debate and pass this legislation next week, putting it on the President's desk as soon as possible.

· 2nd Quarter GDP Growth Revised Up

Growth Over Past Year at 4.8 %...The Bureau of Economic Analysis reported this week that real gross domestic product (GDP) grew at a 3.3 percent annual rate in the second quarter of this year - an upward revision from last month’s preliminary estimate of 2.8 percent and the fifth straight quarter of strong economic growth.  Over the past year, real GDP increased 4.8 percent - it’s been 20 years since growth in real GDP was stronger than that.  These numbers show that our economy is growing and creating jobs at an even stronger rate than predicted.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· Oct. 20th:  U.S. Military Academy Info Sessions

Learn more about West Point, Annapolis, Merchant Marine, Air Force and Coast Guard...Congressman Royce welcomes all interested students to the last, in a series of four, informational meetings about the U.S. Military Service Academies.  The meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on October 20th in Royce's Fullerton office.  Each meeting will explore a different aspect of the highly competitive U.S. Military Service Academy nomination process and will give students information on what to expect in the first year of attending a particular academy...Read More
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This is a weekly e-mail update published when Congress is in session.  It is intended to keep those who sign up informed of the issues going on in Congress and of impact to the 40th Congressional district.
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