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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"This week we were able to pass an important crime bill that grants victims of crime much-needed rights in the eyes of our judicial system.  We have been working to get these rights implemented on the federal level for years now; victims deserve to not be shut out of the system.  I hope that the House and Senate can come together soon to finalize our work on this bill so that it can become law.

"This week we also spent considerable time continuing our efforts on intelligence reform measures.  After 9/11 it became clear that our intelligence community must make some improvements.  Both the House and the Senate passed legislation to implement many of the recommendations of the 9/11 Commission.  We will need to iron out the differences in legislation before the President can sign it into law.  Among many important provisions to improve our intelligence and to help keep our country safer, this comprehensive bill creates a National Intelligence Director, and works to cut off the financing of terrorism.  It also doubles the current number of border patrol officers and triples the number of immigration enforcement agents to enhance our border security.
"Please note that this is my last email update for a few weeks.  Congress is not expected to be back in session until after the November 2nd elections.  To stay informed on the things that I am working on, please continue to visit my website at www.royce.house.gov."

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below. 

H.R. 4011
North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004
This bill promotes human rights, humanitarian transparency, and refugee protection for the people of North Korea.  See more under "Current News."

H.R. 3015
National All Schedules Prescription Electronic Reporting Act of 2003 

This bill amends the Public Health Service Act to establish an electronic system for practitioner monitoring of the dispensing of any schedule II, III, or IV controlled substance to patients.

H.R. 4555
Mammography Quality Standards Reauthorization Act of 2004

This bill provides that mammography screening and diagnostic services must be accredited and certified by the Food and Drug Administration.  

H.R. 2929
Safeguard Against Privacy Invasions (SPY) Act

This bill protects users of the Internet from unknowing transmission of their personally identifiable information through spyware programs.

H.R. 5011
Military Personnel Financial Services Protection Act

This bill would prevent the sale of abusive insurance and investment products to military personnel.

H.C.Res. 306
Honoring Native American Indians in the United States Armed Forces

This bill honors the service of Native American Indians in the Armed Forces and recommends the establishment of a National Native American Indian Veterans Day.

H.R. 163
Universal National Service Act of 2003

This bill provides for the common defense by requiring that all young persons in the United States, including women, perform a period of military service or a period of civilian service in furtherance of the national defense and homeland security.  It did not pass.

H.R. 5107
Justice for All Act of 2004
This bill enhances the rights of persons involved in the criminal justice system with a new set of statutory victims' rights and a DNA bill that seeks to ensure that the true offender is caught and convicted for the crime.  See more under "Current News."

H.R. 5212
Hurricane Assistance Package for Florida
This bill makes emergency supplemental appropriations for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005, for additional disaster assistance relating to recent storm damage.

H.R. 4306
To Amend Section 274A of the Immigration and Nationality Act
This bill amends the Immigration and Nationality Act to authorize both handwritten and electronic signatures on forms required by the employment verification system, which will improve the process for verifying an individual's eligibility for employment.

H.R. 5185
Temporarily Extension of the Higher Education Act of 1965
This bill ensures that students pursuing a higher education will continue to receive federal financial aid into the 2004-2005 school year and institutions of higher education will be able to maintain their support services for students. 

H.R. 5186
Taxpayer-Teacher Protection Act of 2004

This bill stops the ability of certain lenders in the student loan program to bill the federal government for excessive subsidies on loans financed with tax-exempt funds under specific conditions.  It uses the saved money to fund a teacher loan forgiveness proposal. 

H.R. 4248
Homeless Veterans Assistance Reauthorization Act of 2004
This bill increases and extends through fiscal year 2008 the authorization of appropriations for homeless assistance to veterans furnished through the Department of Veterans Affairs.

H.R. 4658
Service Members Legal Protection Act of 2004 

This bill amends the Service Members Civil Relief Act to improve legal protections provided to reserve component members called to active duty.

H.J.Res. 108
Congratulating and Commending the Veterans of Foreign Wars
This bill recognizes the historic significance of the 105th anniversary of the founding of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, and congratulates the VFW on achieving that milestone.

H.R. 5061
Comprehensive Peace in Sudan Act 

This bill provides assistance for the current crisis in the Darfur region of Sudan and facilitates a comprehensive peace in Sudan.  Click here to read Congressman Royce's statement on this legislation.

IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

Congress is not expected to be in session the next two weeks.  There is a possibility that Congress will need to reconvene at some point after the November 2nd elections to wrap-up its work for the 108th session of Congress. 

CURRENT NEWS:

· Tax Relief for Working Families Becomes Law
This week the Working Families Tax Relief Act of 2004 was signed into law.  This legislation passed the House in March with Congressman Royce's support.  It extends relief from the unfair marriage penalty tax, keeps the newly created 10 percent tax bracket for low-income Americans, and ensures the full 1,000 dollars per child tax credit.  "If Congress had not acted to make these tax relief provisions permanent and get it to the President's desk, millions of American taxpayers would have been saddled with higher taxes next year and on into the future," said Royce...Read more
· Do-Not-Call List Still Stands

This week the Supreme Court turned away a challenge to the federal Do-Not-Call registry, ending the telemarketers' bid to get the popular ban on unwanted phone solicitations thrown out.  The court let stand a 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals decision that upheld the registry of more than 64 million phone numbers as a reasonable government attempt to safeguard personal privacy and reduce telemarketing abuse.  Under the 2003 federal law, businesses face fines of up to $11,000 if they call people who sign up for the registry - unless they have recently done business with them.  Consumers are able to sign up their phone numbers for the free Do-Not-Call registry at the Federal Trade Commission's website:  www.donotcall.gov.  

· Reagan Stamp Coming in 2005
This week the Postal Service announced that Ronald Reagan's image will appear on a commemorative postage stamp to be issued February 9, 2005.  The stamp honoring the nation's 40th president will be unveiled November 9, 2004 at Reagan's library in Simi Valley where he was buried in June. This event is free and open to the public, and will begin at 11:30 a.m. Pacific time.  It is the tradition of the Postal Service to honor prominent Americans with a stamp no sooner than 10 years after death. The single exception to this policy is for a United States President, who may be honored with a postage stamp as soon as the first birth anniversary following death. Reagan, who served from 1981 until 1989, was born February 6, 1911.

· House-Passed Bill Grants Rights for Victims of Crime

This week Congressman Royce applauded the passage of an important bill that would enhance the rights and protections for all persons involved in the criminal justice system.  The Justice For All Act of 2004 is a comprehensive piece of crime legislation.  It incorporates provisions introduced in the House as separate legislation in May, co-sponsored by Royce, which outline a new set of statutory victims' rights. "This legislation will help ensure that victims' aren't ignored or neglected by a legal system which, too often, appears to tilt in favor of the criminal,” said Royce.  In addition to DNA language that seeks to ensure that the true offender is caught and convicted for the crime, the bill also codifies eight statutory rights of crime victims within Federal judicial system...Read more
· Read Royce's Congressional Record statement on the Justice for All Act
· Continued Jobs Growth and Low Unemployment
Over 1.9 million new jobs since August 2003...On Friday, the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) reported that payroll employment increased by 96,000 jobs last month.  The increase occurred despite the adverse effects of four hurricanes that hit the U.S. in August and September.  The BLS also announced that its previous estimates had understated the amount of jobs growth from March 2003 to March 2004 by 236,000 jobs.  The combination of revisions shows that payroll employment has increased by over 1.9 million jobs since August 2003.  The unemployment rate continued at 5.4 percent - its lowest level in nearly 3 years - and a lower rate than the decade averages for the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s.


· North Korean Human Rights Act Passes House
Legislation heads to President's desk...In an effort to promote human rights in North Korea and protect North Korean refugees, the House unanimously passed the North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004.  Rep. Royce is an original cosponsor of this important legislation, which now heads to the President's desk.  "This bill is an important statement of how the United States Congress views the situation in North Korea.  It is also the moral policy given the horrendous human rights condition north of the border," said Royce.  Among other things, the bill will support funding for private, non-profit human rights and democracy programs; and work to secure transparency for humanitarian aid delivered inside North Korea...Read more
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· White House Announces Fall Garden Tours

Tour highlights 18 acres and 2 centuries of colorful White House history...This week the White House announced that its annual fall garden tours will be held on Saturday, October 23 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Eastern time and Sunday, October 24 from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. Eastern time.  The tours have been an annual tradition since 1972 when Pat Nixon first opened the gardens to the public.  Visitors are invited to view the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden, Rose Garden, Children's Garden and South Lawn of the White House while military bands perform from a White House balcony...Read more.
· Oct. 20th:  U.S. Military Academy Info Sessions

Learn more about West Point, Annapolis, Merchant Marine, Air Force and Coast Guard...Congressman Royce welcomes all interested students to the last, in a series of four, informational meetings about the U.S. Military Service Academies.  The meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on October 20th in Royce's Fullerton office.  Each meeting will explore a different aspect of the highly competitive U.S. Military Service Academy nomination process and will give students information on what to expect in the first year of attending a particular academy...Read More
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