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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"Congress reconvened in the beginning of last week to wrap-up its business for the 108th session of Congress.  The main item on the agenda was passing a conference report on the legislation based on the 9/11 Commission's recommendations.  As you may know, this bill originally passed the House in October, however it differed from the Senate's version; we therefore needed to agree to the compromise worked out with the Senate in order to send it to the President.  I was opposed to the compromise legislation, because important immigration and border security provisions were stripped from the bill.   This bill eventually passed both the House and Senate and was sent to the President.  

"Although we gained assurances from the Speaker of the House that he will bring up the immigration and border security improvement provisions in 2005, I felt that it was important and necessary to include them as a part of the bill based on the 9/11 Commission's recommendations. 

"Rest assured, as we move into the next session of Congress I will continue to fight for these important immigration and border security measures.  As the 9/11 Commission said: border security is national security.  Please take some time to read my statements on this issue.

"Please note that this is my last email update until Congress goes back into session in 2005."

IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

Congress adjourned for the 108th session of Congress, and will return on January 4, 2005 for the start of the 109th Congress. 

NEWS:

· 9/11 Bill: The Rest of the Story
Much-criticized GOP lawmakers are right to demand immigration reform

This op-ed appeared in the Orange County Register and was written by Congressman Royce..."House Republicans are being blamed for holding up legislation based on the 9/11 commission’s recommendations. Republican insistence on immigration reforms in the proposed package is portrayed by opponents as a way to kill the bill. What’s really going on here?  Let’s rewind to July when the commission released its report..." Read more
· Congress Clears Bill Based on 9/11 Commission's Recommendations 
Important immigration and border security provisions left out...During debate of the House the conference report on legislation based on the 9/11 Commission Report's recommendations entitled the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004, Congressman Royce made the following two statements in opposition to the bill.  "I urge my colleagues to oppose this conference report because I strongly believe that all of the 9/11 Commission recommendations should be in it. The commission itself has said that all of its recommendations should be adopted in their entirety to ensure success in deterring terrorism..." Read more
· More than 300 Attend Open House
Congressman Royce met and talked individually with hundreds of 40th district constituents during his annual Open House, held November 30th in his Fullerton office. "This was a relaxed, informal opportunity to hear directly from my constituents about their concerns. It's a very popular event, as evidenced by the large turnout," said Royce...Read more
· Volunteer Time Earns Honor for Fullerton Teen
From the Orange County Register...High school senior Christina Dodson received a Congressional Award Gold Medal from U.S. Rep. Ed Royce , R-Fullerton, on Tuesday for doing more than 700 hours of volunteer service.   Dodson, 17, a senior at Fullerton Joint Union High School, worked as a stage technician – and even tried her hand at acting – at the La Habra Depot Theatre and the Fullerton Children’s Repertory Theater to complete her volunteer hours...Read more
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· Inauguration: January 20, 2005

On January 20, 2005 President George W. Bush will officially be sworn in as President.  The Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies has set up a website that provides important information about the 2005 Presidential Inaugural Ceremony, including ticketing information, security procedures, weather, and links to other helpful sites about Inaugural festivities.  The official website is: http://inaugural.senate.gov/
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