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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"This week the House passed a very important counterterrorism measure that will secure our borders and prevent terrorist travel.  For Californians this bill is especially of note because it would allow the completion of the security fence on the border down in San Diego, which has been delayed because of environmental concerns.  During debate of this legislation, I asked my colleagues in the House, who do they think should be in charge of our national security: the California Coastal Commission or the Department of Homeland Security?  By enacting this legislation, we will close the gap in our border security and protect the environment from being trampled upon by those crossing our borders illegally.  I encourage the Senate to take this measure up quickly."

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H.Res. 69
Honoring Ossie Davis

This resolution recognizes the extraordinary contributions of the late Ossie Davis for his service to the nation in the military, as a civil rights leader, and as an actor; and expresses deepest condolences upon his death to his wife Ruby Dee Davis, his other family members, and his friends.

H.Con.Res. 30
Supporting National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day

This resolution encourages federal, state and local governments, and media organizations to recognize National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day.

H.Res. 46
Supporting National Mentoring Month

This resolution supports the goals and ideals of National Mentoring Month, including efforts to recruit more mentors in the United States, and praises the millions of caring adults who have already committed their time and energy to mentor a child.

H.Con.Res. 6
DoD Should Support Boy Scout Activities

This bill expresses the sense of the Congress that the Department of Defense should continue to exercise its statutory authority to support the activities of the Boy Scouts of America, in particular the periodic national and world Boy Scout Jamborees.

H.Con.Res. 26
Honoring the Tuskegee Airmen

This resolution honors the Tuskegee Airmen for their bravery in fighting for our freedom in World War II, and for their contribution in creating an integrated United States Air Force.

H.R. 418
REAL ID Act

This bill will establish regulations for state driver's license security standards, prevent terrorists from abusing U.S. asylum laws, unify terrorism-related grounds for inadmissibility and removal, and ensure expeditious construction of the San Diego border fence.  Read more about this bill below under "Current News."

IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

Next week the House is expected to consider the Broadcast Decency Enforcement Act 2005 [H.R. 310] and the Class Action Fairness Act of 2005 [S. 5].

NEWS:

· House Passes Bill to Secure Borders and Crack Down on Terrorist Travel 

Border security is national security...This week much of the debate in the House focused on the Real ID Act, counterterrorism legislation to complete the work of the 9/11 Commission.  Congressman Royce was a cosponsor and strong supporter of this bill, which would enhance security at our borders and prevent terrorist travel within our country.   "Border security must be a pillar of our national security policy. This bill closes the well-known and often exploited loopholes in our system. The provisions are simple and common-sense and will help to protect us in the future," said Royce...Read more.

· More on this issue:
· Royce Stands in Support of Real ID Act - Read Congressman Royce's statement on the floor of the House during debate of the Real ID Act.
· "Bill Targeting Immigrants Gains Steam" - Orange County Register
· "House Votes to Plug Gap in Fence Between California and Mexico" - Los Angeles Times
· President Releases Budget Proposal

On Monday, President Bush submitted his budget proposal for fiscal year 2006.  Under his plan, federal spending would be held to an average of 4.1 percent growth per year over the next five years.  To uphold a level of fiscal restraint, the President calls for a hard freeze in non-defense, non-homeland security discretionary spending, and substantial savings in mandatory spending.  While maintaining a commitment to cut the deficit in half by 2009, his request reflects our most pressing priorities: a growing economy, job creation, and protecting our country.  However, it is important to keep in mind that his proposal is just that: a proposal.  It is a framework for Congress to begin its work to craft the budget over the next year.  It will be Congress' job to rein in and cut the out of control spending.  "It is imperative that we reduce the deficit and get back to a balanced budget in short order for the economy to develop over the long term.  The President's proposals to cut wasteful, unproductive or duplicative programs is a step in the right direction," said Congressman Royce.
· Jobless Claims Fall to Lowest in Four Years
A Labor Department report released this week indicated that the number of Americans filing first-time claims for unemployment benefits unexpectedly fell 13,000 last week, to the lowest level in more than four years.  Jobless claims declined to 303,000, the lowest since Oct. 28, 2000, from 316,000 the week before. "The labor market is strong and is getting stronger," said an economist, adding, "Productivity has been strong, but even so, we believe this economy is going to lead to job growth." (Source: New York Times)

· Royce Takes Terrorism and Nonproliferation Gavel

Congressman Royce was recently named as the new Chairman of Subcommittee on International Terrorism and Nonproliferation.  As a senior member of the full International Relations Committee, this is a great honor for Royce.  He will be at the forefront of some of the most important issues facing our country, and the world.  As Chairman, Royce will be holding hearings on issues like terrorist financing, the impact of extremism, and he will also be examining the growing threat of terrorism on our own hemisphere.  The subcommittee's jurisdiction over nonproliferation issues is especially important given the current situations in North Korea and Iran, in addition to the fear of terrorists getting their hands on weapons of mass destruction.  Click here to read Congressman Royce's statement upon receiving the Chairmanship nod.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· March 15: U.S. Service Academy Info Night

Congressman Royce will hold his annual U.S. Service Academy Information Night on Tuesday, March 15, 2005, at Orange High School at 7:00 pm. The meeting will profile each of the four service academies that require a Congressional nomination:  Military Academy at West Point; Naval Academy at Annapolis; Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point; and Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs.  It is important that all students who wish to attend any one of these academies to attend...Read more.
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