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December 11, 2015 
 
Senator Dianne Feinstein    Senator Barbara Boxer   
United States Senate     United States Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building   112 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510 
  
Kevin McCarthy     Congressman Ken Calvert 
House Majority Leader     2205 Rayburn 
2421 Rayburn House Office Building   Washington, DC 20515     
Washington, DC 20515      
 
Dear Senators and Congressional members, 
 
We are writing to express our appreciation and ask for your continued efforts to find a legislative solution to the 
water crisis facing the State of California.  We ask that you take immediate action to advance the California House 
drought relief legislation for inclusion in the omnibus appropriations bill. We cannot wait any longer for relief from 
this crippling drought.  The exhaustive work of your staff and so many more should not be allowed to languish, it is 
imperative that we act now to pass drought relief assistance for California’s parched farms and ranches and its 
citizens. Many of our most disadvantaged citizens are suffering the most in light of this drought. 

 
In Tulare County, the agriculture industry directly supports 25% or more of the employment of our County’s 
residents, and a large percentage of our disadvantaged and minority residents are directly impacted when 
agriculture jobs are lost.  In-directly the agriculture industry’s multiplier effect adds approximately $3 additional 
dollars for every $1 produced by agriculture, and the effect in our communities is immense when drought and 
water cut backs cripple our farms and ranches.  
 
The legislation proposed by Members California's House Delegation for inclusion in the omnibus 
appropriations bill is the product of an extraordinary bipartisan effort and good-faith negotiations 
among Members of the California Delegation and with federal and state agencies. It's not perfect, but don't 
let perfect be the enemy of the good. Don't let process substitute for action. We urge you; we beg you to 
act now, through any vehicle possible, to pass legislation that can provide some relief to the Friant 
Division and to California as a whole. Your citizens deserve action now.  
 
The California drought is a slow moving natural disaster with impacts having been documented by media outlets 
locally, nationally, and across the globe.  The accumulated impacts of the past four years have devastated families, 
created unlivable conditions in many of the Valley’s disadvantaged communities, reduced California's ability to 
feed the nation and the world, and left local governments with increased demands for social services.  Nowhere in 
the State have the impacts of water supply shortages been more severe than in the Central Valley.   

 
As you know, the lack of snow pack and rainfall are not the only reasons the State has run dangerously low on 
water.  Administrative actions have paralyzed operations of the Central Valley Project and the California State 
Water Project.  These water supply delivery systems have historically been able to supply the State with water, 
even during extended drought conditions.  If legislation to provide clear congressional direction and to create 
operational flexibility for the State’s two major water projects is not enacted this year, the devastation experienced 
over the last four years could be extended to a fifth year, even with the El Nino conditions projected for this winter.  
That is, millions of acre feet of water will be lost, at a time when the people of the state of California need it most. 
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We need you to act now, through any vehicle possible, to pass legislation that can provide California with relief.  
You personally have acknowledged the need for action this year.  Historically, California's heaviest rainfall occurs 
from December through March.  Legislation must be enacted now to take advantage of those wet months.  Waiting 
to take up the discussions and process again when Congress returns in January will be too late to help in 2016.  For 
these reasons, absent another form of legislation that would be equally effective, we must support inclusion of the 
compromise, common sense legislation you and others have worked on in the omnibus appropriations bill being 
considered by both Houses of Congress.  
 
Thank you for your continued leadership and dedication to find common sense solutions that are required to 
sustain the people and the economy of the State of California. 
 
Farm Bureau has always affirmed its support for a comprehensive solution including the following key provisions: 
 
In the Short Term, 

 Direct the Bureau of Reclamation not to authorize restoration flows related to habitat recovery goals in the 
river settlement in light of the devastating drought 

 Provide immediate relief from the Endangered Species Act and the biological opinions in California that 
further restrict the flows from the state and federal water projects 

 Resume pumping at the Tracy pumps and operate the State Water Project and Central Valley Project with 
maximum discretion and flexibility 

 Cessation of restoration flows on the San Joaquin River until such a time as the necessary improvements 
have been completed and surplus water exists beyond the needs of communities and industry 

 
In the Long Term, 

 Increase storage capacity within our existing reservoir systems 
 Construct new reservoirs throughout the entire state  
 Re-evaluate the current management plans to allow improved operational flexibility of our water projects 
 Reform the Endangered Species Act 
 Conduct and economic and biological review of the San Joaquin River Restoration Settlement and 

determine whether modification, reform, or revision is necessary 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
JOEY AIROSO 
President 
 
CC:  Governor Jerry Brown 
 CDFA Secretary Karen Ross 

California Congressional Delegation 
 Tulare County Board of Supervisors 

Tulare County Farm Bureau Board of Directors 
Tulare County Irrigation Districts 
Friant Water Authority 
California Farm Bureau Federation, Executive Office  
California County Farm Bureau presidents 










