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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"As many of you know, at the end of our last session we debated legislation that would have improved our border controls and national security.  This week President Bush signed into law the Department of State Authorities Act of 2006, which included provisions of my "Shoulder-fired Missiles Threat Reduction Act of 2006.  It was one of the last pieces of legislation to clear the 109th Congress before it adjourned."  

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H. R. 2
Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007

Increases the federal minimum wage to $7.25 an hour.

H. R. 3
Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act of 2007

Supports research that utilizes human embryonic stem cells.

H. Res. 15
Mourning the Passing of President Gerald R. Ford

Mourns the passing of President Ford and celebrates his leadership and service to the American people.

H. R. 4
Medicare Prescription Drug Price Negotiation Act of 2007

Allows for negotiations of drug prices covered under part D of the Medicare plan.
IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

Next week the House is expected to discuss issues pertaining to student loan programs and energy subsidies.  

NEWS:

· House Announces Committee Assignments

Wednesday, Republicans announced the committee assignments for the 110th Congress.  House Republican Leader John Boehner (R-OH) issued the following statement regarding the committee assignments, "I'd like to thank all our members for their patience and teamwork throughout this process. I know that our veteran Members will bring their experience and wisdom back to their committee seats, and our freshman members will bring a new voice and fresh new perspectives to their posts.  I look forward to working with all our members in the new Congress." Rep. Royce will remain on the Financial Services and Foreign Affairs committees, and he will chair the Terrorism Nonproliferation and Trade Subcommittee for Foreign Affairs.   

· Rep. Royce Urges Border Agents Appeal

This week Rep. Royce joined other members to call on the Attorney General to allow border agents to remain free on bond pending appeal.  Border Patrol Agents Ignacio Ramos and Jose Compean are currently scheduled to serve 11 to 12 year prison terms, respectively, this month.  The case has garnered national attention because of the harsh prosecution and seemingly unjust conviction of the agents for shooting a fleeing illegal drug smuggler during an altercation.  Over 740 pounds (over $1 million street value) of marijuana was discovered in his van near the border.  "This is yet another example of how some in government are more concerned about the welfare and rights of illegals and drug dealers than they are about America and the brave Americans that protect this country," said Royce on Wednesday. 

· "Royce Issues Statement on Border Agent Appeal"
· Hearing on Iran
The House Committee on Foreign Affairs held a hearing on Thursday to evaluate the current situation in Iran.  Former Director of the CIA, James Woosley and Former Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, Mr. Thomas Pickering were in attendance to provide answers to the committee's questions.  The hearing highlighted Iran's nuclear capabilities and stressed the dangers of a nuclear Iran.  Rep. Royce praised the Administration for their economic approach to Iran.  "As others have said, Iran presents immense challenges -- it is actively seeking nuclear weapons, aiding Hezbollah, and destabilizing Iraq. And as reported by the Treasury Department this week, Iran's oldest and fifth-largest bank has been facilitating the acquisition of missile components from North Korea," Royce stated during his opening statement during the hearing.

· "Royce's Opening Statement at the Iran Hearing"
· Royce Bill Becomes Law
Thursday, President Bush signed into law comprehensive legislation, which included key provisions authored by Rep. Royce to target the proliferation of shoulder-fired missiles.  "Were international terrorists to obtain shoulder-fired missiles, the consequences could be deadly," said Royce.  Through briefings, hearings, and legislation, the terrorist threat from shoulder-fired missiles was a focus of the Subcommittee on International Terrorism and Nonproliferation throughout 2006, chaired by Royce.  In response to the President's signature Royce said, "Today's action is a step towards lessening this threat to civilian aviation worldwide." 

· "Royce Bill Targeting the Proliferation of Shoulder-Fired Missiles Becomes Law"
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· Tours in Washington, D.C.

If you are interested in touring our nation's capitol please visit our website to fill out an online tour request form.  Please note that due to the high volume of requests and security restrictions no tours are guaranteed, even if they are submitted the recommended six months in advance.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding your upcoming trip to Washington, D.C. do not hesitate to contact my Staff Assistant at (202) 225-4111 or visit the tour section on our website.
ABOUT THIS E-UPDATE:


This is a weekly e-mail update published when Congress is in session.  It is intended to keep those who sign up informed of the issues going on in Congress and of impact to the 40th Congressional district.

· Helpful Links: 

· Click here to SUBSCRIBE 

· Click here to UNSUBSCRIBE
· To change your e-mail address use the links above to unsubscribe your old e-mail address and then subscribe with your new e-mail address.

· Contact Royce:

· Call: (714) 992-8081, (562) 220-2411

· Online: www.royce.house.gov
· Frequently Asked Questions
