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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"This week I continued my efforts on behalf of the border patrol agents Jose Compean and Ignacio Ramos.  I held a radio interview with John and Ken and I will be on Fox news tomorrow morning to further discuss the issue.  The border patrol is the thin green line that protects us from violent and remorseless drug cartels and human smugglers that cross our borders."

"A note to our students that are interested in being involved in the Academy process, our Annual Formal Academy Night has been set.  Please see the Announcements section of the e-update or our website for more information."

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H.Res. 61
Observing Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

This resolution observes Martin Luther King Jr. day and encourages the American public to observe his legacy on this day.

H.R. 5

College Student Relief Act

This resolution reduces the interest rate on student loans from 6.8% to 3.4%.

H.Res. 58
Honoring Muhammad Ali

This bill honors Muhammad Ali as a global humanitarian, on the occasion of his 65th birthday.

H.R. 6

CLEAN Energy Act of 2007

This resolution ends some subsidies and tax breaks to oil companies and redirects extra funds to alternative energy development.

H.R. 434
Small Business Act

This resolution extends the terms and conditions for current programs under the Small Business Act of 1958 through to December 31, 2007.

H.R. 475
House Page Board Revision Act 2007

This resolution revises the House's Page Board to create more representation for both parties and parents involved.

IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

Legislation for next week has yet to be determined.

NEWS:

· Hearing on Iran 

Thursday this week the House Committee on Foreign Affairs engaged in a briefing regarding the current situation in North Korea.  During the 109th Congress, Royce served as Chairman of the International Terrorism and Non-Proliferation Subcommittee and played a key role in passing the North Korea Nonproliferation Act of 2006.  During the hearing Royce made it clear it was important for the U.S. to take a tough stance with Pyongyang.  Afterwards Royce remarked, "...much of the countries financial system is based on a broad range of illicit, state sanctioned activity - such as trade in missile technology to state sponsors of terrorism, counterfeiting and narcotics trafficking."  
· More on this issue:
· Read Royce’s Opening Statement at the Hearing
· North Korea Nonproliferation Act of 2006
· Border Security Agents

As many of you are well aware the two border patrol agents, Ignacio Ramos and Jose Compean, began serving their sentences on Thursday.  The agents were convicted after shooting a drug smuggler while he tried to flee back into Mexico.  Representative Royce joined other members of Congress this week during a press briefing to urge the President to issue a pardon on behalf of the convicted border patrol agents.  Thursday evening Royce went on the air with the John and Ken show to voice his opinions on the matter.  Royce also cosponsored legislation with Representative Hunter this week.  The Congressional Pardon for Border Patrol Agents Ramos and Compean Act is the first bill of its kind.  Saturday morning, January 20th, you can watch Royce discuss this issue further on Fox News at 6:05 a.m. (PST)  

· More on this issue:
· "Bush Considering Pardon" - Fox News

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· January 23: State of the Union Address
President Bush will address the nation on Tuesday, February 23, 2007 at 9:00 p.m. (EDT)  According to White House press secretary, Tony Snow, Bush's speech will reflect the current political situation in Congress.  The President plans to address the fight against terrorism, immigration and education.  In regards to health care Bush is expected to continue his promotion of health savings accounts.

· March 12: Annual Formal U.S. Academy Night

Representative Royce will hold his annual Formal Academy Night on Monday, March 12, 2007 beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The event will be held in the City Council Chambers.  The City Hall is located at 6650 Beach Blvd. in Buena Park.  This meeting traditionally marks the beginning of the Academy Process for the year.  Watch the website for further announcements as there will be meetings in May, June, September and October...Read more.

· Enhancements in Pediatric Care in Orange County
Last week Hoag and CHOC hospitals announced a new partnership between the two hospitals to “enhance pediatric care in coastal Orange County.  The two hospitals will benefit pediatric care in the areas of emergency care, neonatal care, and they will establish pediatric specialty clinics.  Also, the Department of Health and Human Services announced the approval of the Children's Hospital of Orange County’s application for federal funding.  They will receive federal funding totaling $65,535.23 for the fiscal year 2007.  

· "Hoag Hospital Partners with CHOC to Enhance Pediatric Care in Coastal Orange County"
ABOUT THIS E-UPDATE:


This is a weekly e-mail update published when Congress is in session.  It is intended to keep those who sign up informed of the issues going on in Congress and of impact to the 40th Congressional district.

· Helpful Links: 

· Click here to SUBSCRIBE 

· Click here to UNSUBSCRIBE
· To change your e-mail address use the links above to unsubscribe your old e-mail address and then subscribe with your new e-mail address.

· Contact Royce:

· Call: (714) 992-8081, (562) 220-2411

· Online: www.royce.house.gov
· Frequently Asked Questions
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