
Dear Friend,

As Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, I do all 
that I can to support strong U.S.-South Korea ties and 
the vibrant Korean American community.

I just returned from a successful trip to South Korea 
where I led a bipartisan delegation of Members of 
the House of Representatives. The purpose of the 
trip was to discuss how the United States can further 
support one of our closest allies, South Korea. The 
U.S.-South Korea relationship is today more important, 
strategically and economically, than it has ever been. 
With an ever belligerent North Korea, it is imperative 
that the U.S. reaffirm its strong support for Seoul. I’ve 
spent many years in Congress working to strengthen 
the U.S.-Korea alliance.

Sign up for email updates at:
www.royce.house.gov

Chairman Royce Stands Up for Korean Americans

Chairman Royce is 
recognized by the Asian 
American Coalition for 
Education for supporting a 
government investigation 
of elite universities allegedly 
discriminating against Asian 
American applicants.

Chairman Royce presents Grandma Yongsoo Lee with 
an Award of Congressional Recognition for her efforts on 
behalf of all “comfort women.”

 

 



Chairman Royce meets with South Korean Defense Minister Han 
Min-koo about strengthening the security ties between the U.S. and 
South Korea.

In March, I authored a letter of nomination 
for Colonel Young Oak Kim to receive the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest 
civilian award in the United States which is 
bestowed by the President of the United 
States. Colonel Kim was a highly decorated 
U.S. Army combat veteran of World War II 
and the Korean War. To date, there has never 
been a Korean American recipient of the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, and I believe 
that Colonel Kim is very deserving of this 
award posthumously.

I also cosponsored and voted for H.R.1475, 
the Korean War Veterans Memorial Wall of 
Remembrance Act of 2015 which passed 
the House in February. The bill ensures that 
the memorial in our nation’s capital for the 
40,000 brave Americans, many of Korean 
descent, and five million Koreans who lost 
their lives in the Korean War is fitting of their 
sacrifice. This bill would permit a privately 
funded addition of a “Wall of Remembrance” 
to the Korean War Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. The Wall would list the 
names of all members of the United States 
Armed Forces who were killed in action 
during the Korean War.

I will continue to use my position as 
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee to support U.S.-
South Korea relations and Korean Americans. If there is any way 
 I can serve your family, do not hesitate to contact me.

Chairman Royce speaks with U.S. Army Colonel Lee, a Korean-American 
soldier, at Yongsan Garrison in Seoul about American military support for 
South Korea.

Sincerely,

Ed Royce 
Chairman, House Foreign Affairs Committee



Chairman Royce Stands 
Up for Asian American 
Students

The Asian American Coalition for Education (AACE) 
awarded Chairman Ed Royce with the Champion 
of Equal Education Rights Award for calling for a 
government investigation of Harvard University’s alleged 
discrimination against Asian Americans applicants. 
Chairman Royce is also supporting a government 
investigation of similar alleged discrimination by Yale 
University, Brown University, and Dartmouth College 
against Asian Americans.

AACE President Mr. Yukong Zhao said: “Chairman Ed 
Royce has been continuously supporting the Asian 
American community, especially in the field of equal 
education rights. Last year he took the lead to write a 
letter in support of our Administrative Complaint against 
Harvard’s discriminatory admission practice against Asian 
American applicants.”

Chairman Royce said: “Being Asian American should not 
be an obstacle to receiving a top university education. 
Asian American parents are right to be concerned 
when their hard-working, high-performing children 
are shut out of top schools. Any discrimination by elite 
universities against Asian American students is wrong.”

Chairman Royce nominated Alex Yoonseok Cha of Buena 
Park for admission to the prestigious Merchant Marine 
Academy. Learn more about academy nominations at 
www.royce.house.gov.

Caleb Yee, a U.S. Air Force officer from Hacienda Heights, interned 
for Chairman Royce. Learn more about Congressional internships 
at www.royce.house.gov.
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Chairman Royce Eliminates the Term 
“Orientals” from Federal Law

The President signed legislation first authored by 
Chairman Ed Royce and Congresswoman Grace Meng to 
remove the word “Oriental” from federal law and replace 
it with “Asian American.”

“Nobody, let alone the federal government, should use a 
hurtful term like ‘Orientals’ when referring to Americans 
of Asian descent. Americans of all backgrounds deserve 
to be treated with dignity and respect,” said Chairman 
Royce. “No longer will any law of the United States refer 
to Asian Americans in such an offensive way.”

Chairman Royce commemorates Korean American Day in 
the U.S. Capitol and met with members of the community 
about U.S.-South Korea relations.

Members of the community attended Chairman Royce’s 
Annual Women’s Conference, a Congressional event the 

Chairman hosts about women’s empowerment.


