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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"This week I had the opportunity to tour the front-lines of the 241 Fire in Orange and Anaheim Hills. I was able to see first hand the hard work and dedication exhibited by our men and women serving as firefighters.  The support offered by all the local fire departments was overwhelming and I know Anaheim and Orange Fire Departments appreciated the support. I was incredibly impressed by the efforts of the fire personnel and by that of the employees of the Orange County Fire Authority and I know it is only because of their combined efforts that we were successful in extinguishing the 241 Fire."  
"Also, please be sure to take a look at the many events listed in the Announcement section of this e-update.  Information on Art Contests, Easter Egg Rolls and White House Spring Garden tours can also be found by visiting my website."

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H. R. 85
Energy Technology 



Awards grants to a dispersed network of energy technology centers.

H. Res. 136
Girl Scouts of America



Commends the Girls Scouts of America on their 95th anniversary.

H. R. 985
Whistleblower Protection Enhancement Act



Provides a protection disclosure form for federal employees.
H. R. 1362
Accountability in Contracting Act
Requires agencies to limit non-competitive contracts and to increase transparency and accountability in federal contracting.

IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

The Majority Leader announced we will consider additional bills under suspension as well as H.R. 1227 - Gulf Coast Hurricane Housing Recovery Act.  On Friday, the House will meet to consider U.S. Troop Readiness; Veterans' Health and Iraq Accountability Act; Caller ID/Spoofing Bill; as well as the DC Vote Bill. 
NEWS:

· Royce Releases Report on North Korea Counterfeiting
Calling it an act of economic warfare, Rep. Ed Royce released, on Monday, a study on North Korean counterfeiting of United States currency.  The study, Gangster Regime: How North Korea Counterfeits United States Currency, provides a comprehensive look at the scope of North Korean counterfeiting and its implications for the economic and national security of the United States and provides recommendations for Congress.  "Counterfeiting of U.S. currency by North Korea is a direct attack on a protected asset of the United States - an act of economic warfare - and a violation of U.S. law that could potentially deeply impact U.S. interests throughout the world," said Royce upon its release.  To read more on this issue click here.  

More on this issue:



"Kim the Counterfeiter" - Wall Street Journal 
· Iranian Nuclear Crisis
On Thursday March 15, the Foreign Affairs Committee conducted a hearing on the Iranian Nuclear Crisis: Latest Developments and Next Steps.  David Albright, President of the Institute for Science and International Security, stated during the hearing, "The nuclear crisis in Iran continues to pose serious challenges to international peace and security."  Rep. Royce issued the following remarks at the hearing, "The Iranian regime is a state sponsor of terrorism; I was in Haifa last July as Iranian-backed Hezbollah was shelling civilians.  Iran is aiding militants in Iraq; and it's determined to develop nuclear weapons.  President Bush has rightly declared that unacceptable, which is all the more so with the messianic Ahmadinejad in Iran’s presidency."  To read Royce's full statement click here.
· Royce Discusses Border Agents
On Tuesday, March 13 Rep. Royce discussed the status of the border patrol agents on the John and Ken show.  "Border Patrol Agents have a difficult and dangerous job, guarding U.S. borders.  Putting these men in prison pending appeal sends the wrong message to the men and women who are protecting our borders."  Both Agents are currently serving time awaiting an appeal after they were convicted of shooting an illegal alien while he smuggled a million dollars in drugs across the border.  Rep. Royce has urged the Justice Department to not oppose a request to have the border patrol agents remain out of prison pending their appeal.  Royce also cosponsored Rep. Duncan Hunter's bill to grant them a congressional pardon.  This week it was also announced the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee has agreed to conduct hearings in the Border Agents case per the request of Rep. Dana Rohrabacher. 

More on this issue:


Royce Issues Statement on Border Agent Appeal
· Enhancements in Credit Union Oversight and Powers
Congressmen Paul E. Kanjorski (D-PA) and Ed Royce (R-CA), two of the most senior Members of the House Financial Services Committee, today unveiled a revised bill that will enhance the quality of service that our nation’s credit unions provide.  Often referred to by its acronym of CURIA, the new Credit Union Regulatory Improvements Act of 2007 [H.R. 1537] combines a series of regulatory enhancements that will allow credit unions to operate more effectively and efficiently. Specifically, CURIA modernizes credit union net worth standards; advances credit union efforts to promote economic growth; and modifies credit union regulatory standards by eliminating unnecessary, burdensome and outdated regulations, as well as making other needed reforms to credit union oversight and governance.  To read the full press release on this issue, click here.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· White House to Hold Annual Easter Egg Roll

The White House Easter Egg Roll is one of the oldest and most unique traditions in Presidential history. It is the largest public celebration at the White House.  Each year, it is customary for Presidents, First Ladies, their children, grandchildren and pets to attend the festivities - although the most eagerly anticipated guest is always the Easter Bunny.  This year's Roll will be held Monday, April 9th from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the South Lawn of the White House.  Click here to find out how to get tickets.
· Work for Congress, Become A Congressional Page
Application deadline is April 10th...Each year, a select group of young men and women are appointed by their Member of Congress to work as Pages in the U.S. House of Representatives. Congressman Royce is currently collecting applications for the Summer 2007 Page session from all interested students. The deadline for submission of completed applications is Tuesday, April 10th at 5:00 p.m. to Royce's Fullerton office.  Pages are hired by the U.S. House of Representatives to live, work and study in Washington, D.C. They serve as support staff for the House...Read more and learn how to apply.

· D.C. Office Summer Internship Deadline is April 13th

If you or someone you know is interested in applying to become an intern in Congressman Royce's Washington, D.C. office the deadline for applications is Friday, April 13th at 5:00 p.m. Eastern.  Internships are a great learning experience for students who are interested in public service and want to see our government in action.  For more information about internships and to learn how to apply, please visit Royce's internship webpage.

· Annual High School Congressional Art Contest

May 1st deadline...Congressman Royce is holding his fourth annual "Congressional High School Art Competition." All interested high school artists in the 40th Congressional District may participate by submitting their entries by 5:00 p.m. May 1st to Royce's office in Fullerton.  The winning piece of art will be displayed in the Cannon House Office Building Tunnel, a high-traffic, pedestrian walkway leading to the United States Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.  It will be a part of a national exhibition of winners from other Congressional Districts around the country...Read more about the contest rules and obtain the necessary forms for submission.



ABOUT THIS E-UPDATE:


This is a weekly e-mail update published when Congress is in session.  It is intended to keep those who sign up informed of the issues going on in Congress and of impact to the 40th Congressional district.

· Helpful Links: 

· Click here to SUBSCRIBE 

· Click here to UNSUBSCRIBE
· To change your e-mail address use the links above to unsubscribe your old e-mail address and then subscribe with your new e-mail address.

· Contact Royce:

· Call: (714) 992-8081, (562) 220-2411

· Online: www.royce.house.gov
· Frequently Asked Questions
