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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"This week my office was awarded the silver mouse award for congressional websites.  Please continue to utilize my website for information on issues regarding the 40th district, latest news, as well as information on tours, flags and assistance with federal agencies.  For more information on this issue see the Announcement section of this e-update."

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H.R. 800
Employee Free Choice Act
Establishes requirements for collective bargaining agreement, certifying a bargaining representative, and enforcing fair labor practices.

H.R. 755
Promoting Transparency in Financial Reporting Act of 2007
Requires efforts to reduce complexity in financial reporting.

H.R. 556
National Security Foreign Investment Reform and Strengthened Transparency Act of 2007

Directs the President on how to review a foreign transaction and determine its effects on national security.  

H. Con Res. 52
Supporting the goals and ideals of American Heart Month
Expresses support for American Heart Month through education about heart disease. 

H.R. 884
Promoting Antiterrorism Cooperation through Technology and Science Act

Establishes the Science and Technology Homeland Security International Cooperative Programs Office.

IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

The Majority Leader announced that next week's legislation will include a variety of suspensions, as well as H.R. 700 - Healthy Communities Water Supply Act, H.R. 720 - Water Quality Financing Act, H.R. 569 - Water Quality Investment Act, and the Committee Funding Resolution.
NEWS:

· Royce Earns "Taxpayers' Friend Award"
On February 22, 2007 the National Taxpayers Union released their Taxpayers Friend Award.  The NTU annually reviews members of Congress and releases evaluations on how taxpayer friendly they are.  Rep. Royce earned a 72% pro-taxpayer score.  Compared to the House average score of 39% it is clear that Royce is making a concerted effort to limit government waste and maintain lower taxes.  Go to www.ntu.org for the complete list of Congressional ratings.  To read the press release on this issue click here. 

· North Korea Hearing
This week Congress held two hearings on North Korea.  The first centered on the February 13th Agreement and the second highlighted their grave human rights atrocities.  Now a member of the subcommittee on Asia the pacific and the global environment, Royce issued the following opening statement at the Foreign Affairs hearing on Wednesday.  "As others have said, this agreement is just a beginning.  It's a beginning, really, of a process that may lead to where we want to go, or it may not.  It's too early to celebrate or condemn.  One certainty though is that it has been advantageous to have partners, four other nations, who were jolted by North Korea's missile tests and nuclear detonation."  To read Royce's full statement click here.
· Mexican Trucks
Monday, Royce appeared on Jon Gibson's the Big Story on Fox News to discuss the problems of allowing Mexican trucks unfettered access to U.S. roads.  Currently trucks are not permitted to travel within a 25 mile area of the U.S. border.  Opponents of this new program point to the national security concerns this raises.  The 9/11 Commission recommended searching every truck that passed through the border; stating that border security is national security.  The Senate is expected to discuss this issue next week.

· More on this issue:

· Congress to review Program Opening Border Zone to Mexican Trucks - Fox News
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· March 12: Annual Formal U.S. Academy Night

Representative Royce will hold his annual Formal Academy Night on Monday, March 12, 2007 beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The event will be held in the City Council Chambers.  The City Hall is located at 6650 Beach Blvd. in Buena Park.  This meeting traditionally marks the beginning of the Academy Process for the year.  Watch the website for further announcements as there will be meetings in May, June, September and October...Read more. 

· Gold Mouse Award Winning Website

The Congressional Management Foundation is a bi-partisan organization that has been evaluating Hill websites for several years.  Their annual reports are based on: audience, content, usability, interactivity and innovation.  The average member of the House of Representatives site earned a "D" grade.  Rep. Royce received an "A" grade for his website thereby earning him the silver mouse award.  Royce sees his website as a tool to interact with his constituents and a way to provide information to them from our nation's capitol.  Royce will continue to work to improve his website and is already working towards his gold mouse award for next year!  Please visit his site for issues on the latest news in D.C. as well as information on touring, internships and help with federal agencies.  To read the full report click here.
· Tours in Washington, D.C.

If you are interested in touring our nation's capitol, please visit our website to fill out an online tour request form.  Please note that due to the high volume of requests and security restrictions no tours are guaranteed, even if they are submitted the recommended six months in advance.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding your upcoming trip to Washington, D.C. do not hesitate to contact my Staff Assistant at (202) 225-4111 or visit the tour section on our website.

ABOUT THIS E-UPDATE:


This is a weekly e-mail update published when Congress is in session.  It is intended to keep those who sign up informed of the issues going on in Congress and of impact to the 40th Congressional district.

· Helpful Links: 

· Click here to SUBSCRIBE 

· Click here to UNSUBSCRIBE
· To change your e-mail address use the links above to unsubscribe your old e-mail address and then subscribe with your new e-mail address.

· Contact Royce:

· Call: (714) 992-8081, (562) 220-2411

· Online: www.royce.house.gov
· Frequently Asked Questions
