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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"Many of my constituents that are planning to tour Washington, D.C. this spring can find useful tips on touring as well as information on the D.C. area by visiting my website.  Please be sure to take a look at the announcements section of this e-update for information on the annual Easter Egg Roll and the White House Spring Garden tours." 
THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H.C.Res. 42
Honors WWII Soldiers

H.R. 1227
Gulf Coast Hurricane Housing Recovery Act of 2007

H.R. 327
Joshua Omvig Veterans Suicide Prevention Act

H.R. 797
Dr. James Allen Veteran Vision Equity Act

H.R. 1284
Veterans Compensation Cost of Living Adjustment Act

H.R. 1130
Judicial Disclosure Responsibility Act

H.R. 740
PHONE Act of 2007
H.R. 1591
FY 07 Emergency Supplemental
IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

The Majority Leader announced that next week we expect to consider additional suspensions as well as H.R. 1401 - Rail Security Act, H.R. 1538 - Wounded Warriors Bill and the FY '08 Budget Resolution.  

NEWS:

· Royce Reacts To Millions in Illicit Funds
The United States announced, in Beijing, that roughly $25 million frozen at Banco Delta Asia in Macau will be transferred to North Korea on the understanding they "will be used solely for the betterment of the North Korean people, including for humanitarian and educational purposes."  Reports leading up to the decision by Macau authorities indicated that about one-third of the funds were deemed to be "legitimate."  Rep. Royce, who recently released a study on North Korean counterfeiting of U.S. currency and its implications for the six-party talks, sharply criticized the announcement: "Pyongyang shouldn't be handed back $25 million - much of it criminally gained, including counterfeiting U.S. currency - in return for a North Korean pledge that it will be used for humanitarian purposes.  This is a regime that has shown zero respect for the plight of North Koreans."  To read the full press release click here.
· Upper Newport Bay Project

With the help of Rep. Royce and Rep. John Campbell the Upper Newport Bay dredging project will receive $5 million in assistance from the Army Corps of Engineers.  In a letter to the Army Corps of Engineers earlier this year, Representatives Royce and Campbell requested the Corps consider using surplus funds to continue the important task of dredging Upper Newport Bay in order to restore one of the critical ecological estuaries in Southern California.  "The project has significant local support, including Orange County, the California Coastal Commission, several local cities, environmental groups, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries," Congressman Royce said.  The Army Corps of Engineers agreed with the Congressmen on the importance of the project and included the Upper Newport Bay in its 2007 construction work plan, which has been presented to Congress.  To read more on this issue please click here.
· Flake-Gutierrez Immigration Bill
On Tuesday, Representatives Jeff Flake and Luis Guitierrez introduced the Security Through Regularized Immigration and a Vibrant Economy (STRIVE) Act.  Royce has stated in the past that he believes one of the biggest threats facing our nation continues to be our porous borders and the lack of security we possess to guard our nation.  In reference to the "touch back provision" included in the bill, Royce stated, "If touching back means that an illegal immigrant can simply cross the border for five minutes and then gain legal status, then the provision is meaningless."  The bill would dramatically increase immigration levels to the U.S.  

More on this issue:



"Striving for an Immigration Deal" - Orange County Register by Dena Bunis
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· White House to Hold Annual Easter Egg Roll

The White House Easter Egg Roll is one of the oldest and most unique traditions in Presidential history. It is the largest public celebration at the White House.  Each year, it is customary for Presidents, First Ladies, their children, grandchildren and pets to attend the festivities - although the most eagerly anticipated guest is always the Easter Bunny.  This year's Roll will be held Monday, April 9th from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the South Lawn of the White House.  Click here to find out how to get tickets.
· Work for Congress, Become a Congressional Page
Application deadline is April 10th...Each year, a select group of young men and women are appointed by their Member of Congress to work as Pages in the U.S. House of Representatives. Congressman Royce is currently collecting applications for the Summer 2007 Page session from all interested students. The deadline for submission of completed applications is Tuesday, April 10th at 5:00 p.m. to Royce's Fullerton office.  Pages are hired by the U.S. House of Representatives to live, work and study in Washington, D.C. They serve as support staff for the House...Read more and learn how to apply.

· D.C. Office Summer Internship Deadline is April 13th

If you or someone you know is interested in applying to become an intern in Congressman Royce's Washington, D.C. office the deadline for applications is Friday, April 13th at 5:00 p.m. Eastern.  Internships are a great learning experience for students who are interested in public service and want to see our government in action.  For more information about internships and to learn how to apply, please visit Royce's internship webpage.

· Annual High School Congressional Art Contest

May 1st deadline...Congressman Royce is holding his fourth annual "Congressional High School Art Competition." All interested high school artists in the 40th Congressional District may participate by submitting their entries by 5:00 p.m. May 1st to Royce's office in Fullerton.  The winning piece of art will be displayed in the Cannon House Office Building Tunnel, a high-traffic, pedestrian walkway leading to the United States Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.  It will be a part of a national exhibition of winners from other Congressional Districts around the country...Read more about the contest rules and obtain the necessary forms for submission.



ABOUT THIS E-UPDATE:


This is a weekly e-mail update published when Congress is in session.  It is intended to keep those who sign up informed of the issues going on in Congress and of impact to the 40th Congressional district.

· Helpful Links: 

· Click here to SUBSCRIBE 

· Click here to UNSUBSCRIBE
· To change your e-mail address use the links above to unsubscribe your old e-mail address and then subscribe with your new e-mail address.

· Contact Royce:

· Call: (714) 992-8081, (562) 220-2411

· Online: www.royce.house.gov
· Frequently Asked Questions
