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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"My week began by celebrating Constitution Day a Knott's Berry Farm's Independence Hall.  At the event, over 300 students and prominent government officials gathered to celebrate our constitution and to reflect on the freedoms and rights it has granted the citizens of our great nation."

"The House continued its efforts this week to focus on issues of national security by passing three major pieces of border security legislation.   The three bills passed included the Illegal Immigrant Deterrence and Public Safety Act, the Border Security Enhancement Act and the Effective Immigration Enforcement and Community Protection Act.  The House also took up the issue of voter fraud and passed the Federal Election Integrity Act."

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H. Res. 976
Condemning Iran's Human Rights Abuses

This resolution condemns Iran's human rights abuses and urges the international community to pressure Iran to stop discrimination and violence towards its citizens.

H. R. 4844
Federal Election Integrity Act of 2006

This resolution requires all registered voters to provide election officials with proof of United States citizenship in order to vote in any election for federal office.

H. C. Res. 210
Cancer Resolution

This resolution expresses support for the goal of eliminating suffering and death due to cancer by 2015. 

H. R. 6094
Community Protection Act of 2006

This bill restores Homeland Security's authority to detain dangerous aliens, ensure the removal of deportable criminal aliens, and combat alien gang crime.

H. R. 4830
Border Tunnel Prevention Act of 2006

This bill prohibits the construction or financing of unauthorized tunnels or passages through the U.S. - Mexico border and doubles penalties for those who use such a tunnel or passage. 

H. R. 6095
Immigration Law Enforcement Act of 2006

This bill gives state and local law enforcement the authority to voluntarily assist in the enforcement of U.S. immigration laws and urges the Attorney General's office to adopt uniform guidelines for the prosecution of smuggling offenders.

IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

Next week the House will consider the Electronic Surveillance Modernization Act [H.R. 5825] and the Public Expression of Religion Act [H.R. 2679].
NEWS:

· Voter Fraud Prevention

Beginning in 2010 all voters will be required to provide a valid form of photo identification with proof of United States citizenship in order to be eligible to vote in any election for federal office.  This resolution, which the House passed Thursday, will help preserve the integrity of the voting process by ensuring that only those who are eligible to vote are allowed to do so.  In the event that an individual is unable to afford a form of photo identification this resolution provides that one be issued free of charge to the individual.  The bill also provides for reimbursement to state officials for the funding of this program.  Rep. Royce addressed the issue of voter fraud on the House floor on Thursday and stated, "By requiring voters to provide a valid form of identification, we can stop those trying to undermine the process and we can ensure the sanctity of one-person-one vote.  We should not have to deal with a situation where our voters go to the polls and repeatedly tell us, 'somebody else already voted for me'."

· Sudan's Deteriorating Peace Process

In 2005, Congress declared the killings in the Darfur region of Sudan genocide.  Following this declaration the House passed the Comprehensive Peace in Sudan Act [H.R. 5061].  This legislation contained the sense that the Peace Act should be extended to the Darfur region of Sudan.  To date, over 200,000 have been killed and nearly two million displaced in Sudan.  Wednesday, the Subcommittee on Africa and International Human Rights held a hearing on "The Deteriorating Peace in Sudan."  Congress continues to bring to light the atrocities occurring in this nation.  
· House Republicans Succeed in Moving Forward Border Security Agenda
The Senate, this week, took up debate on the House bill passed last week on Border fencing [H.R. 6061].  The bill provides for an additional 700 miles of double-layered fencing along the U.S. - Mexico border.  While the Senate engaged in border security legislation, the House continued to push through their "border security" first approach with several key pieces of legislation.  Under current law Department of Homeland Security (DHS) cannot hold many of the illegal aliens apprehended for more than six months.  The Community Protection Act will ensure not only that those who cannot be deported cannot be released into society.  The resolution also allows the local law enforcements to voluntarily assist in the enforcement of immigration laws.  It also authorizes an increase in the number of attorney's to prosecute alien smuggling cases.  The Border Tunnel Prevention Act criminalizes the construction and financing of border tunnels, and those found guilty of constructing them may serve up to 20 years imprisonment.  It also expedites the removal of alien criminals.  The Immigration Law Enforcement Act helps close loopholes that have hurt the Department of Homeland Security's ability to enforce immigration laws.  Also, it toughens penalties for those associated with alien gangs...Read Rep. Royce's Press Release on these bills.   
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· September 18: White House Tours
The White House Visitors Office has announced the 2006 Holiday Tour Schedule.  The White House will be closed to tours on the following dates:

November 10, 2006


(Veterans Day)




November 23, 2006


(Thanksgiving Day)


November 24 - December 1, 2006
(Holiday Decorating)




December 29 - December 30, 2006
(Removal of Holiday Decorations)

For more information regarding tours in Washington, D.C. please contact Cynthia Barile in the District Office at 714-992-8081 or Audra McGeorge in the Washington, D.C. office at 202-225-4111...For more information on touring in Washington, D.C.
· September 30: National Book Day

First lady, Laura Bush will host the 2006 National Book Festival, sponsored by the Library of Congress.  This year's festival will be held on Saturday, September 30, 2006 on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. between 7th and 14th streets N.W.  The event will begin at 10:00 a.m. and end at 5:00 p.m. and it is free and open to the public.  Nationally known poets and authors will convene on the Mall to meet with the public, read selections of their work, and to promote our nation's libraries...For more information on the National Book Festival.  

· October 2: Service Academy Application Deadline

All students who want to apply for a Congressional nomination to one of the four U.S. Military Service Academies should submit their application no later than Monday, October 2, 2006.  The four academies are the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, U.S. Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point and the U.S. Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs...Read More.
· October 14: Placentia's 42nd Annual Heritage Festival and Parade

Congressman Royce will serve as this year's honored guest at the 42nd annual heritage festival and parade on Saturday, October 14 at Tri-City Park located at 2301 N. Kraemer Blvd.  The festivities begin with the Chamber of Commerce pancake breakfast at 7:00 a.m. followed by the parade and band review at 9:30 a.m. The festival begins at 10:00 a.m.  with an expected turnout of 20,000 people. For more information, you may contact the festival hotline at (714) 524-8535 or email heritagefestival@placentia.org.

· October 14: 23rd Korean Festival Parade

The theme of this year's Orange County Korean Festival will be "Heritage."  The 23rd annual event will take place on October 13 - 15 at the Brookhurst Triangle in Garden Grove.  The Festival continues a long-standing history of Korean culture.  For more information please call 714-638-1440.
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This is a weekly e-mail update published when Congress is in session.  It is intended to keep those who sign up informed of the issues going on in Congress and of impact to the 40th Congressional district.
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