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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"After a busy legislative schedule, Congress adjourned this week and Members are headed home to their districts.  This week Congress wrapped up several key issues regarding border security; in particular the Homeland Security spending bill and the Senate's version of a Border Fence bill.  Both bills are substantial pieces of legislation, which create a more effective way to secure our borders. The upcoming week will be a chance for Members to go home and talk with their constituents; I will look forward to seeing and hearing from many of you."

"A note to all of our students who wish to apply for a Congressional nomination to one of the U.S. Military Service Academies:  applications are due in my Fullerton office by this Monday, October 2nd."

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H. R. 5092
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Modernization and Reform Act



Changes the federal regulations on suspension and revocation of gun sellers' licenses.

S. 403

Child Custody Protection Act



Prohibits transportation of a minor across state lines to obtain an abortion.

H. R. 2679
Public Expression of Religion Act



Makes it more difficult and expensive to sue government officials over public expressions of religion.

H. Res. 723
Calls President to help Darfur



Calls on the President to improve the security situation in Darfur with specific emphasis on civilian protection.

H. Res. 989
Commending the U.K. for its efforts in the War on Terror

Commends the U.K.'s law enforcement authorities and intelligence community for preventing acts of terror.

H. R. 6164
National Institutes of Health Reform Act



Restructures the National Institutes of Health.

H. R. 5631
Department of Defense Appropriations Act of 2007



Appropriates funds for the fiscal year of 2007.

H. R. 6166 
Military Commissions Act



Creates a special military tribunal to try terror suspects designated as "unlawful enemy combatants."

H. R. 5637
Nonadmitted and Reinsurance Reform Act of 2006



Streamlines the regulation of surplus lines insurance and re-insurance.

H. R. 6115
Market-To-Market Extension Act



Re-negotiates mortgage terms for apartment buildings in subsidized housing.

H. R. 5825
Electronic Surveillance Modernization Act



Authorizes the use of electronic surveillance for foreign intelligence purposes.

H. R. 5441
Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2007



Appropriates funds for the Department of Homeland Security for the fiscal year of 2007.

H. R. 4772
Private Property Rights Implementation Act of 2006



Ensures that property owners can have their 5th Amendment takings claims heard in federal court.

IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

Next week Congress will not be in session.
NEWS:

· Hezbollah's Global Threat

This week Representative Royce's International Terrorism and Nonproliferation Subcommittee held an important hearing that examined the operations and aims of Hezbollah - founded in 1982 with the objectives to establish a Shiite theocracy in Lebanon, destroy Israel and eliminate Western influence from the Middle East.  This organization has remained a "foreign terrorist organization" since first being put on the list in 1997 by the U.S. Secretary of State.  The hearing highlighted Hezbollah's global threat by detailing its terrorist activities in Africa, Asia, South America, Europe and the Middle East.  The hearing also questioned the possibility of an attack on U.S. soil by Hezbollah.  This scenario seemed more plausible given the findings from recent ITNP hearings and the discussions regarding the problems of our porous borders.  Hezbollah's ties to Iran also surfaced during the hearing.  During this hearing Royce stated, "Many Americans may be surprised to learn that Hezbollah's global reach includes significant activities on U.S. soil.  A recent news report asserted that the FBI had more than 200 active cases involving suspected Hezbollah members at one point last year."...Read Congressman Royce's full statement.
· Royce Introduces National Insurance Act of 2006

Representative Royce, senior Member of the House Financial Services Committee, introduced the National Insurance Act of 2006 on Thursday.  This legislation would create an optional federal charter regulatory regime for life and property/casualty insurance providers.  The National Insurance Act of 2006 is companion legislation to S. 2509, which was authored by Senators John Sununu (R - NH) and Tim Johnson (D - SD).  Royce stated, "Today's introduction is the first step of a long-term effort to create a more efficient financial services sector."...Read More.  
· Homeland Security Spending Bill Clears the House
Late on Friday evening the House passed the Homeland Security Spending bill (H.R. 5441), which incorporates $1.8 billion in emergency funding for border and maritime security and a total of $34.8 billion for the fiscal year 2007, which begins October 1, 2006.  Appropriators dedicated almost $1.2 billion to the construction of a border fence.  The bill also includes a total of $2.2 billion in funding for the staffing of border control between ports of entry, including the hiring of 1,500 additional Border Patrol Agents.  It also includes a provision to criminalize the construction of border tunnels.  

· Senate Passes Border Fence Bill
Friday the Senate reached the needed 60 votes to pass their version of the Secure Fence Act, which the House passed last week.  The Senate version is identical to the House version, H. R. 6061, which calls for the Department of Homeland Security to build 700 miles of double-layered fencing to extend along the U.S. - Mexico border.  The bill is similar to the fencing portion of the House bill H.R. 4437 passed earlier in December.  Sponsored by Rep. King (R - NY) the new bill would also authorize the construction of a virtual fence.  As a cosponsor of the house version Representative Royce stated, "I am frankly delighted that the Senate has listened to the American people and passed this bill.  It is a victory for common sense and a safer America.  The fence will be a tremendous force multiplier for our Border Patrol.  It will expand our enforcement capacity and allow us to redeploy agents to areas at risk."

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· September 18: White House Tours
The White House Visitors Office has announced the 2006 Holiday Tour Schedule.  The White House will be closed to tours on the following dates:

November 10, 2006


(Veterans Day)




November 23, 2006


(Thanksgiving Day)


November 24 - December 1, 2006
(Holiday Decorating)




December 29 - December 30, 2006
(Removal of Holiday Decorations)

For more information regarding tours in Washington, D.C. please contact Cynthia Barile in the District Office at 714-992-8081 or Audra McGeorge in the Washington, D.C. office at 202-225-4111...For more information on touring in Washington, D.C.
· September 30: National Book Day

First lady, Laura Bush will host the 2006 National Book Festival, sponsored by the Library of Congress.  This year's festival will be held on Saturday, September 30, 2006 on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. between 7th and 14th streets N.W.  The event will begin at 10:00 a.m. and end at 5:00 p.m. and it is free and open to the public.  Nationally known poets and authors will convene on the Mall to meet with the public, read selections of their work, and to promote our nation's libraries...For more information on the National Book Festival.  

· October 2: Service Academy Application Deadline

All students who want to apply for a Congressional nomination to one of the four U.S. Military Service Academies should submit their application no later than Monday, October 2, 2006.  The four academies are the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, U.S. Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point and the U.S. Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs...Read More.
· October 14: Placentia's 42nd Annual Heritage Festival and Parade

Congressman Royce will serve as this year's honored guest at the 42nd annual heritage festival and parade on Saturday, October 14 at Tri-City Park located at 2301 N. Kraemer Blvd.  The festivities begin with the Chamber of Commerce pancake breakfast at 7:00 a.m. followed by the parade and band review at 9:30 a.m. The festival begins at 10:00 a.m. with an expected turnout of 20,000 people. For more information, you may contact the festival hotline at (714) 524-8535 or email heritagefestival@placentia.org.

· October 14: 23rd Korean Festival Parade

The theme of this year's Orange County Korean Festival will be "Heritage."  The 23rd annual event will take place on October 13 - 15 at the Brookhurst Triangle in Garden Grove.  The Festival continues a long-standing history of Korean culture.  For more information please call 714-638-1440.

· October 18: Citizen Diplomacy Summit
Wednesday, October 18, join Rep. Royce as he discusses citizen diplomacy in a changing global environment at California State University, Fullerton's Titan Student Union.  The event begins at 10:00 a.m. and it is free and open to the public.  For more information, please contact 714-278-4854.

ABOUT THIS E-UPDATE:


This is a weekly e-mail update published when Congress is in session.  It is intended to keep those who sign up informed of the issues going on in Congress and of impact to the 40th Congressional district.

· Helpful Links: 

· Click here to SUBSCRIBE 

· Click here to UNSUBSCRIBE
· To change your e-mail address use the links above to unsubscribe your old e-mail address and then subscribe with your new e-mail address.

· Contact Royce:

· Call: (714) 992-8081, (562) 220-2411

· Online: www.royce.house.gov
· Frequently Asked Questions
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